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[0015] In order for the image retrieval operation, which 

will be described later, to be simplified, classification 
5 of images into a plurality of image groups, should preferably 
be performed by the utilization of a hierarchical structure 
as illustrated in, for example, Figure 3, in lieu of the 
plurality of images being merely classified as a single group. 
The example of the hierarchical structure illustrated in 

10 Figure 3 includes, in a descending order, a hierarchy of 
classification by photographing year A, a hierarchy of 
classification by event B (skiing, traveling, yachting, and 
the like), and a hierarchy of individual images C. As for 
the photographing year, each image is capable of being 

15 classified automatically by use of the simultaneous recording 
of photographing date, which is performed ordinarily. Also, 
the classification by event may be performed by the user 
arbitrarily for each image with a keyboard operation. 
Alternatively^ for example, the images, which have been 

20 photographed at short photographing intervals and are thus 
predicted to be capable of being set in an identical group 
in accordance with the photographing intervals capable of 
being discriminated from the information on the photographing 
dates, may be automatically classified as the images 

25 constituting an identical event group. 

[0016] As for the hierarchical structure illustrated in 

Figure 3, in cases where the image classification by event 
has been performed with the operation from the keyboard 3, 
the high order classification by year may be performed 

30 automatically. Alternatively, the classification by year 
may be performed with the operation from the keyboard 3 . The 
hierarchical structure described above is a mere example, 
and a different hierarchical structure may be set arbitrarily 
in accordance with, for example, besides the classification 

35 menu described above, the classification by photographing 
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object, the classification by photographing mode, and a 
combination of the photographing year, month, and day. 
However, since the operation for classifying each image into 
the predetermined hierarchical structure with the operation 
5 from the keyboard is not easy to perform, the classification 
into an image group should preferably be performed 
automatically in accordance with attached information 
(photographing date, photographing mode, or the like), which 
is recorded together with the image at the time of the 
10 photographing operation with the still video camera 1. 
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Abstract of JP5128166 

PURPOSETo easily retrieve a desired image 
in an electronic image filing device. 
CONSTITUTION:Plural images are classified 
into hierarchical structure based on 
photographed year and the contents of an 
event. When the photographed year is 
designated (S3) first in the image retrieval, the 
typical images of each events belonging to the 
designated year are displayed In multi-Images 
on an image display (S5). An Image group in 
which the desired image is expected to be 
included is designated (S7). Then the 
respective images comprising the designated 
image group are multi-displayed, therefore, the 
desired image can finally be designated on the 
multi-display screen (S11). 
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